
LET HIM GO JOE
Now is a time to stand by Mr Assange, and to do so 
on principle, for the sake of his freedom - and ours

Julian Assange has been imprisoned for over 5 years,
following 9 years of forced confinement in an Embassy
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ASSANGE’S PROSECUTION BY THE US IS FOR ACTIVITIES 
THAT ARE DAILY WORK FOR INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALI-

STS – FINDING SOURCES WITH EVIDENCE OF CRIMINALI-
TY AND HELPING THEM TO GET THEIR STORIES OUT INTO 

THE WORLD. IF ASSANGE IS PROSECUTED, FREE 
EXPRESSION THE WORLD OVER WILL BE DAMAGED.

Michelle Stanistreet
National Union of Journalists NUN general secretary 

THE US AUTHORITIES ARE PAVING THE WAY TO A DISA-
STROUS PRECEDENT FOR WORLDWIDE MEDIA FREEDOM 

IF ASSANGE IS EXTRADITED. THE USA MUST DROP ALL 
THE CHARGES AGAINST ASSANGE, WHICH WILL ALLOW 

FOR HIS PROMPT RELEASE FROM UK STATE CUSTODY.

Agnès Callamard
Amnesty International’s Secretary General

ASSANGE IS NOT, AND HAS NEVER BEEN, 
AN ENEMY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

WIKILEAKS FIGHTS SECRECY AND CORRUPTION 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND, THEREFORE, ACTS IN 

THE PUBLIC INTEREST BOTH OF THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE AND OF HUMANITY AS A WHOLE.

Nils Melzer 
UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 



Revealing war 
crimes is not a 
crime.

WikiLeaks editor and publisher 
Julian Assange is facing a 
175-year sentence for publishing 
truthful information in the public 
interest.
Julian Assange is being sought 
by the current US administration 
for publishing US government 
documents which exposed war 
crimes and human rights abuses. 
The politically-motivated char-
ges represent an unprecedented 
attack on press freedom and the 
public’s right to know – seeking 
to criminalise basic journalistic 
activity.
If convicted Julian Assange faces 
a sentence of 175 years, likely to 
be spent in isolation which would 
drive him to commit suicide.

UK district judge Vanessa Barai-
tser ruled it would be oppressive 
to extradite him to the United 
States of America and refused to 
extradite him, yet the case even-
tually moved to the UK supreme 
court which overruled her deci-
sion. The US extradition request 
then moved forward to the UK 
home secretary.
Priti Patel, the then home secre-
tary, signed the request to extra-
dite Assange in June.
Assange’s legal team are fighting 
the extradition and have now 
filed an appeal to the high court. 
The high court now must appro-
ve the grounds of the appeal.
If the UK extradites Assange it 
would violate Article 4 of the 
US-UK extradition treaty which 
bars extradition for political of-
fences.
Extraditing Julian Assange to the 
United States would kill him.

Now is a time to stand by Mr Assange, and to do so 
on principle, for the sake of his freedom - and ours
T. G.

not just a threat to Mr Assange personally. It is 
also, as this newspaper has consistently argued 
over many years, an iniquitous threat to journal-
ism, with global implications. It poses the most 
fundamental of questions about free speech. On 
these grounds alone, Mr Assange’s extradition 
should be unhesitatingly opposed.
Four years ago, during the Trump presidency, the 

US justice department indicted Mr Assange 
under the 1917 Espionage Act, which contains no 
public interest defence. But a free press still mat-
ters, as the US Supreme Court declared in its 
1971 ruling. And even national security, and cer-
tainly the national security of a global superpow-
er, cannot in every single circumstance invariably 
override the public interest in publication and the 
right to know. That was the core issue in the Ells-
berg case as it also was in the WikiLeaks and 
Edward Snowden cases. In Espionage Act prose-
cutions, however, that public interest argument is 
always muzzled.
This week, Mr Assange’s lawyers will seek leave 
to appeal against the extradition decision made in 
2022 by the then home secretary Priti Patel. If he 
is extradited, and unless the UK relents or Presi-
dent Biden intervenes, he faces a criminal trial in 
which his arguments will be silenced. Then life in 
a supermax prison.
The implications for journalism are every bit as 
serious. This newspaper’s journalism, and that of 
potentially every newspaper based in the US or 
allied country, would be at risk, too. If the prose-
cution succeeds, the New York Times lawyer in 
the Pentagon Papers case has said, “investigative 
reporting based on classified information will be 
given a near death blow”. That prospect is on the 
line in the courts this week. A society that claims 
to uphold freedom of the press cannot possibly 
remain indifferent.

There can be no divide over the attempt by the 
United States to have the WikiLeaks founder ex-
tradited from Britain to face charges under the 
US Espionage Act, which reaches a critical stage 
in London this week. The application embodies 
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